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Words from the editors.

The studyvisit to Kosova has taken place, and for us it was a very fruitful gathering. We met lots of interesting people, like a former prime-minister. For the people of the network who where not present during the studyvisit we recommend you to read the articles about the visit, so you can get a good impression of what happend and maybe find out something has chanched during the years. We also came up with some ideas to update the newletter and the network. The first change will be; we are starting a discussion over the network by publishing a proposition in the newsletter every month. You can write your opinion over the yahoogroup and you can react on each other. We will put a summary of the discussion in the newletter. To get to know each other better you can read every month a short interview with one of the participants of the network. 

That’s it for now. The editors wish you lots of reading fun!

Proposition

This is a new item. The aim of this item is to get the network alive. We wrote down a proposition for you to react on over the yahoogroup. We will put a summary of the discussion in the next edition of the newletter.

Proposition: A free worldmarkt will only make the rich countrys richer and the big companies bigger.

So lets start the discussion!!!

Why youngsters hold the future in their hands

In western Europe it was said for a long time that it was the youth of the sixties that made a difference. This generation brought about serious changes in the world with their protests to stop kapitalism, their longing for peace, their sexual revolution, their disaproval of the cold war and the hippie-culture that came with all that. These days being a youngster in the Netherlands, the older generation including our parents tell us that youth is not what it used to be. We are not protesting anymore, not fighting to make the world better place. On the contrary, youth today is conservative and mostly interested in their own well-being.

For a long time I did not know how to respond to these comments, thinking that it was indeed a failure of our generation which resulted to collective passivness and desinterest in the problems that today’s world is facing. Our country has become more conservative and looking at my own government I noticed that in the Netherlands like in the USA the political  spectrum is occupied by old right-winged politicians. Policies are implemented without the consultation of the people (for example the sending of troops to Irak) and even if the public opinion would be taken into account this wouldn’t change policy since the political mentality of youngsters is very much based upon refraining from politics as a whole. 

A few weeks ago I attended a lecture on mass-psychology at my university. The professor told us that the political ideology of a country is not that much being influenced by the events that take place inside and in the surroundings of the country, but that for a view on ideology the average age of the population should be taken into account. Revolutions exist because of great amounts of energy, of the willingness to break with the past, of the need to build a better future for oneself. All these motivations are easily linked with adolescence and perhaps puberty. The professor was convinced that the political direction of a country was the result of the political convictions of the largest age-group within the population. The revolutions achieved by the sixties generation are therefore easily explained as a result of the dominance of the baby-boom generation. This generation is called baby boom since after the second world was a lot of babies were born in the Netherlands. This huge group was in their adolescence age during the sixties and being of a dominant age, influencing politics from an adolescent point of view. Now this same group turned 60 and is still dominant being the largest age-group within the complete population. Dutch conservatism is therefore explained as the lack of revolutionary spirit amongst these 60 year olds. 

In Kosova over 50 percent of the population is younger then 25 years old. Following the reasoning of the professor it means that because of this the future of the region is about to change dramatically. During our last study-visit in Pristina the former prime-minister Bajram Rexhepi said his biggest hope was that the new generation would not repeat the mistakes of his generation and could restart international relations from a carte blanche. If young people from Kosova experience the same energy, the same demand to see things changed and the same need to rebuild a better life for themselves, they have got great chances to actually succeed in these wishes. The age-factor proves that the future is in their hands.

This article has been written by Anouk Vos, the Netherlands (participant of the 3th year)

Smart words of Anita.

It is such a great opportunity to have people come in Kosova and see them how they challenge themselves in understanding the reality that surrounds this place in the middle of the Balkans. In the mean time for us it is quite an experience being able to see our situation from a very different perspective.

The study visit in Kosova was a source of great valuable information from the governmental level, giving all the participants a better view of what is being done n this post war country.

From all the activities that went on during the study visit in Kosova there was always something of a great importance pointed out. The status of Kosova, our future in European Union which equals with the fulfillment of the 8 standards, UN Mission, Serb and other minorities living in Kosova, Serb enclave in Graçanica, Mitrovica- the South and the North parts of this city. It made us, especially the participants coming from Kosova think more deeply while giving a close look to our political life.

Something which I can never forget during that one week of July is the visit in Mitrovica, (Mitrovica is a divided city, where the Albanians live in the South, and the Serbs in the North).   Two different parts of the same city, each giving a very distinct impression of itself served a reality quite different from the one interpreted from the politicians. The bridge connecting the South and the North part was open to cross, but was there any one really crossing? All of a sudden I felt like I was entering a foreign land, but strangely I was still in Kosova. I tried to clear this fog out of my head and tried to reason things without letting my emotions pour in.

The first thing I came across to was realizing how much needed to be done, not only for EU’s sake which seems to me so far, but reachable.

I thanked the fact that the youth plays a key role determining one country’s future as their personalities evolve through the education. Hopefully, this will apply to Kosova’s youth, transforming our place to a better one while learning from the past and never letting it repeat again.

Anita Shala, Kosova 

‘Corruption or politics?’

On a study visit to Kosovo I have seen the political situation in this country. With a group of students from Kosovo, Serbia and the Netherlands I had meetings with people from the government and other Institutions that are responsible for Kosovo at the Moment (UNMICK, OSCE and EU). Especially the meetings with people who are part of or are working for the government gave me a view of the politic in Kosovo that was not positive. I think the politic in the rest of the Balkan will not be too different of the politic in Kosovo when you look at the way people communicate with each other and deal with certain problems.

The first appointment that we had which gave me a better sight at the political situation in Kosovo was with the director of a newspaper in Kosovo. He told us that all the newspapers in Kosovo have a big company supporting them. The company forces the newspaper to publish only positive articles about the company and the newspaper must publish their advertising. The other kind of newspaper you will find in Kosovo was according to the director a newspaper owned by a political party. This has the same effect as newspapers supported or owned by a big company. Newspapers are never neutral in Kosovo.


As a result of this situation the people do not get to know what goes wrong and the politicians just keep their power. I think it has many similarities with the way Milosovic used the television to influence the opinion of the people. The governments in the Balkan do not try to work in service of their country, but they try to profit themselves and try to stay in power. In a good working democracy where the politicians all say they are working for, the political parties do not only criticise their components but they are also criticised by the media. But as long as all the political parties are corrupt and the media is controlled by these parties there is not much development.


The second appointment which was important to the forming of my opinion was with three advisors of the prime minister. They started with an endless introduction about the situation in Kosovo and what they were going to do about it, but we already knew all these things from people we had already spoken to. And while they were defending their actions without we had attacked them, coffee, juices and water was being served. We would get the same treatment at our third meeting which was with the minister of youth, sports and culture. This meeting was not really interesting, but the behaviour of the advisors was as they were hiding something.


The third meeting was with the minister of youth etc. as I told you. He was trying to look relaxed and because I do not speak Albanian I first thought he was a nice guy. The translation gave me a picture of decent language, but later I heard from people of the group, he was not what I thought he was at all. He could not name any concrete things he organised with his ministry and when I asked him about corruption he replied negative. He said the unemployment was the key to solving the problem, first we have to create more jobs, than we can think about privatisation was his opinion.


He gave two other arguments I disagree with. He said there was not enough money to prevent corruption because it is not the biggest problem in Kosovo and it is too difficult to prove it. I totally disagree with him, corruption should be taken care of because it makes it almost impossible to establish a good working democracy as I said before and because it disturbs the democratic process it also makes it more difficult to fight unemployment. A lot of the money the people of Kosovo pay by taxes is getting lost in the political corruption. So money should be spend on preventing corruption, because on the long term is will provide money in stead of costing. Preventing corruption only works when you make real work of it.


After our meeting with the Minister of youth, sports and culture he invited us to have dinner with him and after that he wanted to go out with us. So the next day we headed for the restaurant which is only used by the political party of the minister. The restaurant looked fake expensive. The tables were posted in a ‘T’ form. We all took place at de lower parts of the T, and after twenty minutes (he was late) the minister and two of his advisers took place on horizontal part of the T. The leaders of the non governmental organisation named Integra, who had organised the study visit, took place at the other two seats at horizontal part. The two guys of Integra kept laughing about the stupid jokes (I understood this after translation) that the minister made, they hoped to get more money for their projects.


We had finished dinner and everyone was waiting for the signal of the minister to go out. Two of the Dutch participants went to the toilet, after they came back they said the minister was watching television downstairs. More people went to look or it was true, and I guess because of this the minister came quickly after the discovery back to the table and gave the signal. We went to the most stylish place in Pristine and it was overloaded with people. On our way there the electricity fell out, but everyone is used to that in Pristine so there were candles enough in the club. The minister was already drunk at the dinner, but the drinks in the club did not make it any better. But my point about this story is that I do not think the dinner was paid by the minister, but by the money of the government. The minister’s only argument why he would be the right man to be Minister of youth was that he was youth himself. Well he proved that, the only thing he is good at is getting drunk and acting as a child.

In the Balkan appointments on paper do not have any value, the organiser of the visit had to call at least three times per appointment. That is the way it works there, and when you finally have an appointment they are almost always late. The politicians do not really want to achieve something, at least most of them. I spoke with the rest of the group also to the former Prime Minister Mr. Bajram Rexhepi, he did have an interesting vision, but he was also part of the system. People like him are what Kosovo needs, but the war against corruption has not even started yet. I think the EU should put more pressure on the government to get real progress, at the moment on the ground there does not happen enough. The real will just is not there. The politicians are not really fighting for democracy and stability, they are fighting to keep there power. Their aim is not to realise a better situation for Kosovo, but to satisfy the international community. They are doing that by saying nice things and making just enough progress to fake everyone.

Geert, the Netherlands

Do you remember this guy?

Governmental Scandal

Mbt: Astrit Haracija caught driving a stolen vehicle

T: A year in prison or a fine of 50.000 euros

Nt: He will be appearing at the court soon for concealment of facts.  According to the Article 154, Paragraph 2 of the Penal Law of Kosova, Haracija might be fined with up to 50 thousand euros or a year in prison

Prishtina, July 25 – Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports, Astrit Haracija, has been caught driving a stolen car, while he was serving as the executive chief of the municipality of Gjakova. In February 24, 2003, Haracija was stopped by the police at the checkpoint of Vermica, in the borderline with Albania. 

A Grand Cherokee Jeep , with license plates 337 KS 837, of green color, was being driven by Haracija. Following the checking procedures, the police had concluded that it was a stolen vehicle searched by Interpol. It ended up as stolen by the end of July, 2000, in the outskirts of the city of Stockholm, in Sweden. The car, which was being driven by Haracija when the police stopped it, had been registered in the name of N.K. (the name known to the newspaper), a person from the village of Turjak in Malisheva. According to an unnamed source at the Municipal Court of Malisheva, this case made it to the Court by chance, in March the 17th, 2004. This case arrived in Malisheva Court from the Prosecution Office in Prizren 13 months late. 

The source said that the case had not been taken under consideration for so long because there were many other cases before it. This is the only reason this case remained uninvestigated. The Municipality of Malisheva, however, has now returned the case to Prizren claiming that it is not competent to investigate it.

According to the Malisheva Court, Haracija with a case number of PNR 104/04 is accused of concealment, for his not being the owner of the vehicle, though was caught driving it. Concealement, according to the Penal Law of Kosova, is considered to be penal act, which, according to the Article 154, Paragraph 2, might be fined with up to 50.00 euros or up to a year in prison. The source says that Cherokee has found to be registered in Peja. According to him, prey to such cases might fall every citizen of Kosova due to irregular way of car registering. 

Minister Haracija admitted to have been stopped by the police in February 24, 2003 and that he had the vehicle confiscated. He said that he had no idea that the car was suspicious. According to him, the vehicle that he was driving belonged to a friend of his, though he does not reveal its name. He also claimed that he was unaware that a penal case was proceeded against him. 

Besa krajku, head of the Municipal Court of Prizren, says that they have received the case from Malisheva and they will be soon judging over it. “You as a media may be present at the judgment. The whole process will be public,” said Krajku.

Refki Morina, spokesperson of the Kosova Police Service, said that he knows nothing on this case. (S.F.)

BOX 1

T: What does the law say?

Article 154 of the Penal Law of Kosova: the object, that everyone is aware of having unlawfully acquired,  that is taken by purchasing or exchanging it, buys it, seizes it or takes hold of it in any other way and conceals it, though aware of unlawful acquirement, is therefore fined or sentenced up to a year in prison. 

Editor unknown

